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ABSTRACT

Until very recently we Knew few dources on the history of
Oman. The imprtant muslim historians, such as Tabari, Yaqubi
and Ibn al - Athir, do not give details on the ploitical or social
events which Occurd in Oman during the Umayyad or the
Abbasid Caliphates.

We were, however, able to discover now material Concerning-
the history of Oman in various manuscripts from different libe-
aries. We shall endeavour, in this work, to extract from these
indigenous, confused and illsorted sources the most noto-
worthy events in the history of the Ibadites of Oman to insert
them into historical Iacts of greaterinucrtance, a thing that
modern sholars have have not done yet as for as our period is
concerned.

Besides, we shala use sources which are not utilized umtil
uow.

The Ibadiypa da’ wa started in Basra, thecentre of Kharijite
movements in the seccnd half of first century of Hijra. The
first pioneers who established this moderate line (Ibadiyya) we-
re Jabir b. Zayd al - Azdi(d. 93 A.A/T11AD.) and Abdallah b.
Ihar ( died in the reign of Abd al - Malik b. Marwan), The sect
Tbadiyyah iwos named after Tbn Ibad. Those Leaders and thie
close onociates worked secretly bud activley to spread the relig-
faus as weel ad the peliticel doctricnes of their da wa, and were
able to succeed in Oman, hadramout and Yemen also, found ogr-
eat sesponse in al - Maghrib. This period witnessed the estabils-
hment of two short - lived Imamites, the first in Yemen (128-
132 A H.) and the seoind in Oman ( 132 - 134 A H.).

However, the du at saccuded in founding the second Ibadite-
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Imame in 177 A.H/793 A.D which lasted until 281 A.H/894-
985 A.D. This new and strong Imamate respresented the reealizat-
fon of the iBadite docrine as well as its political programme
Most the Imams are described by the Omani sources as virtuous
mene acting according to the ideals of Islam. Oman also witnen-
ed long periods of stability and economic prosperity .

There was, howerer, internal tribal opporition to the Ibadi-
tes. This opposition wad represented by Mahra tribes in the sout-
hern Oman, 2 well ad by Banu al Juhunra and Banu a. The The
turning point in the history of the Imamate was in the Year 273
A H./ 886 A.D. When the tribal opposition was able to overth-
row Imam al - salt b. Malik, and the cicli war begen between
all Omani tribes.

The Abbasids took the opportunity and helped the orrasition
with new troops from Irag The Abbasid intervention, among
other factors, helped to Overthrow the political entity fouded by
thl Ibadiyya in 280 A.H./ 893 AD

Sumning up, the period of al - Kutman in the Ibaryya move-
ment shous a great deal of activity and organization while in the
period of the deline of the Imamate we notice how triha Ieami-

ngs played an out standing role in the politics of the re, gime.
Temyprdb
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